It is generally conceded that the infant-weigher is of considerable value as an aid to the diagnosis of disease in early life, and that it affords a means of forecasting with some degree of accuracy the probable course of the malady. The value of the infant-weigher, both in the sphere of diagnosis and in that of prognosis, has, however, been lessened by the fact that it has been found difficult of application in private practice. It It is often very important for the medical man to be able to ascertain whether or not a medicine which he is administering to a sick infant is producing a good effect, and he will find in the infant-weigher a ready means of settling this question with some degree of exactness. In the case of an infant who may be suffering from some wasting malady, and whose weight has been stationary or decreasing, the administration of such drugs as cod-liver oil and chemical food will often produce a marked improvement, the first sign of which is found in an appreciable gain in weight.
There is thus supplied to the practitioner a proof that his treatment is founded on correct principles, and his diagnosis is confirmed.
In other cases the medicines may produce no increase in weight, and then it is probable that they are not suited to the special case: the physician is thus led to reconsider his diagnosis and to devise some other means of treatment. 
